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Hello Friends, 
_, here’s how fo make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first- 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got pont Pay A 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


ce 
Videos are available with parts 


1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds » 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
\f paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 & 
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adger was missing. Fox went to tell the 


White Stag. “So interesting, your concern 


for each other,” said Stag. “You look hungry, 
it’s a pity you don’t eat the hay the Warden 
puts out.” 


“The grass eaters would welcome a bit, if you 
can spare it,” said Fox. The Stag was as good 
as his word and a bundle of hay was left on 
Farthing land. 


The animals gathered outside Fox’s earth. 


“We must organize a search for Badger. 


Who’s going to help look for him?” asked Fox. 


“Don’t look at me,” moaned Mr Rabbit. “I 
might die of cold and hunger out there.” 


“Hush!” said his wife. “Don’t panic and don’t 
draw attention to us. They will remember it 
was our fault Badger got lost in the river.” 


q 


Kestrel flew up. “I’ve searched the park from 
end to end and there’s no sign of him.” “We’ll 
have to accept that he’s dead,” said Owl 
firmly. “No! No! He isn’t dead,” wailed Mole. 
“I won't believe it.” 


* “Stupid animal, 
wasting energy 
looking for a mangy 
old Badger,” said 

Scarface. 


Mole set off on his own, calling Badger’s Just then 
name. the ground 
under him 


pushed up and 
Mole appeared. 


“You fool of a female,” he snarled at his mate. 
“T nearly had him then!” 


Lady Blue screamed and Mole disappeared 
just as Scarface’s foot landed on his molehill. 


“I knew you were after something,” said Cat. 
“You want me to go out into that cold, wet 
snow and give your friends a message. Al] 
right then, I’ll take a look.” 


In the Warden’s house, Badger came to the 
end of his tale. “So you see,” he told Cat, 

“T have to tell my friends I’m all right — 
they'll be looking for me.” 
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In the park the Warden’s cat saw a line of 
molehills and started to follow them. He 
heard a noise down one of them. “I have 
news of Badger,” he called. 


Mole popped his head out. “If you’re the Mole 
from Farthing Wood then I have a message 
for you. Badger’s hurt his paw but he’s safe in 
the Warden’s lodge,” said the Warden’s cat. 


“Oh! Thank you,” sobbed Mole. “I thought 
you'd be pleased,” said Cat. “So why are you 
crying?” “I’m, I’m crying because I’m happy,” 
sobbed Mole. 


Just then Kestrel spotted the cat talking to 
Mole. “Oh no! He’s going to attack him,” she 
thought. With a whoosh of her wings, Kestrel 
dropped on to Cat’s back, scratching him 
with her talons. 


Cat fell over in the snow. “Kestrel, what have 
you done?” wailed Mole. “Cat is our friend. 
He came to give us news of Badger.” 


Next week: Caring for Cat. 


6GHi! I’m Ladybird — a 7-spot 
Ladybird. I’m going to tell you a 
bit about myself and about some 
of the other members of my 
family that live in the British 
Isles. If you've ever seen one of 
my family, or had one land on 
you, you'll know that I’m 
certainly not a bird. I'm a rather 
special flying beetle — my 
forewings have hard wing cases 
which meet at the centre of my 
body and | have biting mouthparts 
(most other beetles have sucking 
ones). Also, how many other 
beetles have had a nursery rhyme 
written about them? 

We 7-spots are the most common 
kind of Ladybird in Britain — we go 
almost anywhere we can find a good 
supply of aphids. Other kinds are 
more fussy about their home. 99 


Our wings are normally folded under the wing 
cases. When we need to take off, usually in 
search of food, we raise the cases so that we 
can stretch out the delicate flight wings. 


’ LADYBIRD FACTFILE 


O There are about 3500 
members of the Ladybird 
family in the world (they’re 
called coccinellids). 


@ There are about 42 kinds 
of Ladybird in Britain. 


® Most British Ladybirds 
are carnivorous. 


@ The 24-spot is vegetarian 


and the 16-spot feeds on 


Most Ladybirds are oval shaped, like mildews. 


me, and have short, clubbed @ A female 2-spot can lay 
antennae. We have short legs which , \/ up to 1500 eggs ina Our bright colour stops huge numbers of us 
we can hide under fe a if we're : lifetime. being eaten by enemies - it warns them that 
being attacked. Our hard wing cases we taste nasty. We also try to protect 
protect our soft bodies. a Groups of over 10,000 ourselves by anne a tee ie smelly 
4 Most of us are brightly coloured with hibernating 16-spots have liquid from an opening in our legs if we are 
“a number of bold spots. We 7-spots Al been found in Britain. picked up or knocked into. Most birds leave 
are usually red with seven black @ The so-called 24-spot us alone but, sadly, certain kinds of spiders 
spots, but some Ladybirds have never has 24 spots. and ants ignore what we taste and smell like. 


stripes and some have no spots ai all. 


All About... 


THE LADYBIRD’S YEAR 


On warm, sunny days in 
spring you may see pairs 
of Ladybirds giving each 
other piggybacks. In fact 
they’re probably mating. 

Ladybirds don’t bother 
with courtship. We males 
usually find a female, 
climb on to her back and 
mate with her. Sometimes 
the female won’t accept 
me. She will run away or, 
if | have a good grip on 


After a few days the larvae hatch out. They 
usually eat the egg shells and then crawl off 
to find food. We 7-spots have tiny bristles 
on our legs to help us cling on. We shed our 
skin three times before becoming a pupa. 


her, she’ll do her very 
best to knock me off. She 
lifts the back of her body, 
kicking out with her hind 
legs, or rolls over. 


After mating, most Ladybirds lay clusters 
of oval, yellowish eggs in spring or early 
summer. We lay them on plant stems, the 
undersides of leaves and on bark, close to 
a good supply of food, if possible. 


We 7-spots can eat many different 
kinds of aphids. We hunt by 
patrolling the veins of leaves or 
plant stems. When we come across 
an aphid we clamp our jaws into its 


body and suck up its body fluids. 
We iry to fatten up in late summer 
so that we can survive the winter 
months. If it’s very cold, many 
Ladybirds die. 


Weasel's Easel 


An ornament of 4 
made from the tus 
mammoth about 
_ 990, Was found ime see 
Archaeologists think that 
Our ancestors believed 
that Ladybirdg bring 
good luck. 


Ladybird, 
k of 4 


WHY ‘LADYBIRD’? 
Since Christian times, the 
Ladybird has been called many 
names which all have something 
to do with the Virgin Mary: beetle 
of our lady,.ladybug, ladybeetle, 
ladyfly. Nobody is exactly sure 
why but people suggest that it is 
because seven was a sacred 
number and the most common 
Ladybird has seven spots. 
Another suggestion is that the 
Ladybird’s red colour was the 
same as Mary’s cloak in early 
paintings and that seven black 
spots reminded people of Mary’s 
seven joys and seven sorrows. 


Negation 


We spend from 2 to 15 days as a pupa 
attached to a leaf or stem (the warmer the 
weather the shorter the time). The pupa is 
grey with orange or yellow markings. It turns 
darker in cool weather, or paler if it’s hot. 


When it’s time to emerge, we pull ourselves 
out of the front end of the pupal skin. It 
takes several hours for the wing cases to 
become hard and turn a rich red. In fact, 
most red Ladybirds carry on growing 
darker for many weeks after they emerge. 


In September and October 
we look for a sheltered place 
where we can hibernate - a 
curled-up leaf or the hollow 
stem of a plant is fine. Some 
Ladybirds, like the 2-spot, 
crawl into the cracks around 
window frames or 
sometimes find crevices 
inside buildings. A few 
Ladybirds hibernate on their 
own but we 7-spots prefer to 
overwinter in groups, like 
these clustered together ina 
Hawthorn bush. 


GETTING A THIRST 
If their normal food is 
scarce, Ladybirds will 
eat pollen, nectar and 
even red meat. In 1976, 
when there were about 
250 times the normal 
number of 7-spots in 
Britain, people 
complained of being 
bitten by Ladybirds. 
Naturalists say the 
Ladybirds were drinking 
sweat because they 
were thirsty. 


Poor old Measly, despite his romantic 
efforts to woo Weasel with a worm, she’s 
still not interested in having him as a 
boyfriend. But Measly’s not the type to 
give up easily, especially when he’s 
fallen hook, line and sinker for Weasel - 
he even loves her singing! 
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Secret World of.. (e 


FENLAND 


Y = 
66White Deer Park is getting a bit scary 
these days with that rotten Adder about. & 
I’ve taken a trip to the wetlands of East > Ss 


Anglia, which is one place where | feel 
fairly comfortable. There are several 
kinds of wetland in Britain and most are 
great for wildlife. Fens and broads are slow, watery 
channels cutting through forests of reeds and other 
plants. The waterways are full of fish, plants and small 
creatures. At the water’s edge, reeds are home to small 
mammals and birds, and some bigger ones, too.99 


Edible frog’s Challenge: Harvest mice feel 
safe in a thick jungle of reeds. How many of 
their nests can you find in the fen? 


Secret World of x 


There are three Harvest mice nests 
swaying in the reeds. They look like 


round balls of grass. 


Chinese water deer were 
introduced into English parks 100 
years ago. Now they live wild and 
breed in the Fens of Cambridgeshire 
and the Broads of East Anglia. The 
male doesn’t grow antlers but has 
two fangs, like Dracula. 


The Marsh harrier hunts for small 
mammals in reed beds but it is a rare sight 
nowadays. The female is bigger than the 


male — nearly Buzzard size. She has a pale, 


yellowish head and throat. The harrier 
glides low over the 

reeds looking and 

listening for 

prey. 


Common reed is the tallest 
grass in Britain. It forms thick 


jungles at the edges of lakes, 
rivers, broads and fens. In 


summer a feathery head 
crowns the reed. In winter the 
reeds are cut and used for 
thatching roofs. 


Marsh helleborine flowers contain a 
pot of ‘glue’. When an insect lands on 
a flower its head is dabbed with glue 
and then the pollen gets stuck to it. 
When the insect visits another flower it 
spreads some of the pollen on to it. 


The Raft spider is not quite the size of a 
Tarantula, but it’s the biggest spider in 
Britain. The female’s body can be longer 
than 2cm which is quite big enough if you 
don’t like spiders. It sits on leaves waiting 
for an insect to pass by. Then it darts over 
the surface of the water to grab and eat it. 


Bogbean has thick stems 
underwater and leaves sprouting 


open in early summer. Hundreds of 
years ago the plant was used as a 
cure for scurvy and other ailments. 


Its leaves were used to flavour beer. 


Bearded reedlings are small, long-tailed 
birds without any beards! The male does 
sport a black moustache, though. They 
love the cover of thick reeds and also 
make their nests out of them. 


Sedges and grasses are not 
easy to tell apart. They both 
often grow next to water. 
Fen sedge (Cladium) is a 
wetland plant which flowers 
from May | 

to June. 


The Bittern is a short, brown kind of 
heron. It’s not often seen but you 
may be lucky to hear it’s deep 
booming call in fens. If it is alarmed 
the Bittern freezes with its bill 
pointing up. This is a perfect 
camouflage position in the reeds. 


above the water. White fluffy flowers 
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The average family Shteur pours 350 
litres of water down. the’ drain each 
We can’t live without .water, But the mo 
we waste, the more likely it is that yet \ 
another, valley will have to be flooded to — \ 
Nz a reservoir, or erations river will dry \\°\\\ A 
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Sewage treatment works 
can’t cope with the amount 
of dirty water we send down 
the drain. Make sure the cleaning 
iq fluids you use for your bath, sink 

and toilet are biodegradable (able to 


a. third of all water used is 


flushed down the toilet. 
Some modern toilets have a low 
flush which saves water. If 
yours is an older model, get an 
adult to put a brick in the cistern so you 
don’t flush so much water down the 
———» toilet each time. 


Don’t leave the tap running 
while you brush your teeth - 
it’s a waste of water. 
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O 
— SOAP SAVER 


You will need: flannel face cloth, leftover pieces 
O __ of soap, large needle, thick cotton thread, Velcro. 


SOAP CRAYONS - © 


You will need: 
soap flakes, blue or green food colouring (NOT 
red), bowl, water, ice-cube tray, metal spoon. 


Bathtime fun 


Although having a shower uses less water, it’s 
OK to treat yourself to a bath once in a while! 


q Mix a cup of soap O 
flakes with a small OC 
amount of water in a 
bowl until you have a 
thick paste. 


es q Fold the face cloth in half. Backstitch round 
Q Add a few drops of oO one short and the long open side of the cloth. To 
food colouring to the do this, knot the thread and start at A. Make a 
paste and mix well. (You & stitch to B. Take the needle back to A and make 
may like to divide fhe a stitch to C. The next stitch starts at B and 
soap mixture into two comes out at D, and so on. Finish off and trim the 
bowls to make crayons thread. Turn the face 
of two different colours.) fo) cloth inside out. 


Q Attach a strip of Velcro 


along the open side of the 
SSN * face cloth. Fill the ‘envelope’ 
with scraps of soap. The 
Q Velcro lets you re-fill 
© the ‘envelope’ again 
and again. 
3 Spoon the mixture into an ice-cube tray, o) 


pressing down well. Leave the tray in a warm 
place for a day or two for the mixture tq harden. 
ca 
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You will need: baking soda, washing soda, bowl, egg-cup, teaspoon. 


J Dissolve two level teaspoons of baking soda with 


hen th ki da has dissolved add 
two egg-cupfuls of warm water in a shallow bowl. a i lindalaceajl shamia-lae bear 


eight teaspoons of powdered washing-soda 
and dissolve this in the mixture. 


Whenever you have a bath 


soak! Or put the crystals 
in a pretty glass bottle 
or jar (make sure it is 
airtight), tie a ribbon 
round the top, and 
give them to 
someone as a gift. 


3 Leave the bowl in a warm place until the 
water evaporates and salt crystals have formed. 


BYBBLE BLOWERS You will need: bubble bath mixture, 


water, plastic-coated wire, sugar or 
| | glycerine, small margarine tub. ‘Se 


Now dip your loop slowly into the 
mixture and blow those bubbles! 


Try blowing bubbles using different 
objects. Plastic rings from packs of beer 
and making a circle with your 
thumb and first finger 
can work well. 


q Mix one cup of bubble bath mixture with 
two tablespoons of water in a margarine 
tub. Add a teaspoon of sugar or glycerine. 
This makes the bubbles last longer. 


2 Ask an adult to cut you a length of plastic- 
coated wire. Get them to help you twist the 
wire into a loop with a handle. 


WHISKERS 


There’s no doubt about it, a lot of 
animals are hairy. As well as a fur coat - 
many have beards or moustaches on 


FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


VW FUNNY MONKEY 

Monkeys can show quite a range of 
expressions on their faces. When it’s not 
looking deeply worried about something 
the Brazza’s monkey often looks glum. 
Its bushy white beard seems to add to its 


their faces. Some creatures use these anxious appearance: 


hairs to taste food, others trap their 
prey with them. But often they are 
there just for decoration. 


A JUNGLE BELLBIRD 
Deep in the Costa Rican forest a 
male Three-waittled bellbird looks 
like he’s having a bit of trouble eating 
black spaghetti. As he calls from his 
perch, two worm-like wattles hang 
down either side of his mouth and a 
third dangles from the top of his 
beak. They are just for show. 


A HAIRY BEAK 

The Nightjar has a very short beak with a fringe 
of whiskers round it. When the bird is chasing 
insect prey it flies with its mouth wide open. The 
whiskers protect its eyes from insects and dust 
in the air. At the same time they make the mouth 


A CAT FLAPS ; gape wider to create a bigger insect trap. 

Some Catfish are well Wha} man : VWCLOSE SHAVE 

eet lee a face gat of Shaves te Irs ian Warden's cat can squeeze through 

ba “aie ‘ | ane i _ | times renal Arras quite narrow gaps when he wants to. 
rils but extremely | a day? His whiskers are very sensitive and 


sensitive barbels which help } 
the fish to taste its food. 


taqueg V 


<< WHISKERY PRIDE 
This Californian sealion 
looks as snooty as can be 
and what a fine moustache! 
Apart from adding a touch 
of style, the whiskers help it 
pick up vibrations and to 
home in on quick-darting fish 
when it’s hunting. 


LIP WARMER 


This man is brandishing 


~... the longest moustache 


in the UK - it’s 142cm 
from end to end. Men 
grow beards and 
moustaches of all 
shapes and sizes. 
They often have 
funny names, too, 
like Handlebar, 
Zapata, Vandyke 
and Full Set! 


> CHIN UP 

Billy goats have some of 
the best beards in the 
business. The style of 
beard sported by these 
two fighting Feral goats is 
called a goatee. You may 
see goatees on the chins 
of some people, too. 


help him to judge how much space he 
needs to get his whole body through. 


| think | can just 
about squeeze 
through here. / 


Weasel was sleeping soundly and having the 
most wonderful dream. She was dreaming 
about the old days in Farthing Wood before 
it was cut down. All the animals were 
enjoying themselves. It was Valentine’s Day 
and there was a good feeling in the air. 


SPOT THE VALENTINES 

Can you see: 

1 A couple dancing 

2 Two squirrels in love 

3 A lost heart 

4 A Valentine cake 

5 Two hearts entwined 

6 A broken-hearted Shrew 
7 Pheasants flying 

8 A frog who would a-wooing go 
9 A lover’s serenade 

10 Flowers from an admirer 


Puzzle if ouf 22= 


When Weasel woke up in White Deer Park, she 

was feeling great. She jumped out of bed, 

singing at the top of her voice. Then Weasel 

noticed that a huge envelope had been 

pushed under the door. Inside was a giant 

Valentine’s card — but it was written in code. 
Do you know what it says? 


“Oh no!” groaned Weasel, 
when she’d worked out the 
card. “Not that soppy 
creature! | hope | won’t have 
him mooning around me all 
day. I’d rather go back to 
sleep and dream my dream 
all over again.” 

But she didn’t. 


You’ll need an envelope for this game. 


All the players sit in a circle. The person 
who is ‘It’ walks round the outside of the 
circle holding the envelope and chanting 
‘4 sent a letter to my love 

And on the way | dropped it”. 

‘It’ then drops the letter and goes on, 
chanting, 

“One of you has picked it up 

And put it in your pocket.” 

‘It’ continues round the circle, saying, 

“It wasn’t you, it wasn’t you”, until finally 
he taps a player on the shoulder and 
shouts “It was you!” The chosen person 
has to race ‘It’ round the circle, both 
running in opposite directions, pick up 
the letter and get back to the empty 

_ place. The loser is the next ‘It’. 


I SENT A LETTER TO MY LOVE 


* CARD CODE 
Take away the first and last letter of each 
word to read the message on the card. 


p y’ ~ 4 


“ *~a a & 


PAIRS j 
One player is ‘It’. The rest link by putting his arm through the 
arms in pairs, putting their arm of one of a pair. When 

outside hands on their hips. ‘It’ someone is caught, their partner My 


chases them and catches them ‘changes places with ‘It’. . 
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Fill in the missing words on 
) the ladder to change KISS 
into LOVE. 


Clues 
y 1 What do you call an 
unmarried woman? 
2 Green plant which 
covers wet stones or logs. ¥ 
3 The greatest number. 
; 4 A person who entertains a 
280] 9 2SOH S }ISOH F ISOWE SSOWZ] SSIW L guest in his house is called 
4gIddV1 GYOM INILNITVA a——? 


*ASPAW — J2JIWUPR INOA Woy ‘2UnUaIeA AW 2Q 5 Use this to water the 
aseaiq ‘Ueay AW sem Sulsuls ino{ ‘jaseay\ J23q garden 


3qd0) auv> 
SuaMSNY 6 To mislay something. 
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